FUNDAMENTALS: ISSUES AND TEXTS
APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION TO THE MAJOR

Please consult the Fundamentals website for the application deadline. Completed applications should be saved as a single PDF file labeled with your full name and submitted by email to fundamentals@uchicago.edu. You are encouraged to direct questions to the same email address. Meeting by Zoom or phone is possible as well.
Please read the entire application carefully and complete all sections.


I. Applicant Information:
Name: 
Student ID: 
U of C Email Address: 
College Advisor name: 	


II. Academic History

Date you entered U of C: 	Quarter:                   Year:            
Expected graduation date: 	Quarter:                   Year:            
Complete the table below with your course history at the University of Chicago. If you need to include additional courses or terms, see "notes on course history" below.

	Autumn 2024

	Course #
	Title
	Instructor
	Grade

	[bookmark: Text8]     
	[bookmark: Text12]     
	[bookmark: Text16]     
	[bookmark: Text20]     

	[bookmark: Text9]     
	[bookmark: Text13]     
	[bookmark: Text17]     
	[bookmark: Text21]     

	[bookmark: Text10]     
	[bookmark: Text14]     
	[bookmark: Text18]     
	[bookmark: Text22]     

	[bookmark: Text11]     
	[bookmark: Text15]     
	[bookmark: Text19]     
	[bookmark: Text23]     



	Winter 2025

	Course #
	Title
	Instructor
	Grade

	[bookmark: Text24]     
	[bookmark: Text25]     
	[bookmark: Text26]     
	[bookmark: Text27]     

	[bookmark: Text28]     
	[bookmark: Text29]     
	[bookmark: Text30]     
	[bookmark: Text31]     

	[bookmark: Text32]     
	[bookmark: Text33]     
	[bookmark: Text34]     
	[bookmark: Text35]     

	[bookmark: Text36]     
	[bookmark: Text37]     
	[bookmark: Text38]     
	[bookmark: Text39]     



	Spring 2025

	Course #
	Title
	Instructor
	Grade

	[bookmark: Text40]     
	[bookmark: Text41]     
	[bookmark: Text42]     
	[bookmark: Text43]     

	[bookmark: Text44]     
	[bookmark: Text45]     
	[bookmark: Text46]     
	[bookmark: Text47]     

	[bookmark: Text48]     
	[bookmark: Text49]     
	[bookmark: Text50]     
	[bookmark: Text51]     

	[bookmark: Text52]     
	[bookmark: Text53]     
	[bookmark: Text54]     
	[bookmark: Text55]     





	Autumn 2025 (in progress)

	Course #
	Title
	Instructor
	Grade

	[bookmark: Text56]     
	[bookmark: Text57]     
	[bookmark: Text58]     
	[bookmark: Text59]     

	[bookmark: Text60]     
	[bookmark: Text61]     
	[bookmark: Text62]     
	[bookmark: Text63]     

	[bookmark: Text64]     
	[bookmark: Text65]     
	[bookmark: Text66]     
	[bookmark: Text67]     

	[bookmark: Text68]     
	[bookmark: Text69]     
	[bookmark: Text70]     
	[bookmark: Text71]     



	Additional Term #1 (if needed): Quarter:                   Year:            

	Course #
	Title
	Instructor
	Grade

	[bookmark: Text72]     
	[bookmark: Text73]     
	[bookmark: Text74]     
	[bookmark: Text75]     

	[bookmark: Text76]     
	[bookmark: Text77]     
	[bookmark: Text78]     
	[bookmark: Text79]     

	[bookmark: Text80]     
	[bookmark: Text81]     
	[bookmark: Text82]     
	[bookmark: Text83]     

	[bookmark: Text86]     
	[bookmark: Text87]     
	[bookmark: Text88]     
	[bookmark: Text89]     



	Additional Term #2 (if needed): Quarter:                   Year:            

	Course #
	Title
	Instructor
	Grade

	[bookmark: Text90]     
	[bookmark: Text91]     
	[bookmark: Text92]     
	[bookmark: Text93]     

	[bookmark: Text94]     
	[bookmark: Text95]     
	[bookmark: Text96]     
	[bookmark: Text97]     

	[bookmark: Text98]     
	[bookmark: Text99]     
	[bookmark: Text100]     
	[bookmark: Text101]     

	[bookmark: Text102]     
	[bookmark: Text103]     
	[bookmark: Text104]     
	[bookmark: Text105]     



	Additional Term #3 (if needed): Quarter:                   Year:            

	Course #
	Title
	Instructor
	Grade

	[bookmark: Text106]     
	[bookmark: Text107]     
	[bookmark: Text108]     
	[bookmark: Text109]     

	[bookmark: Text110]     
	[bookmark: Text111]     
	[bookmark: Text112]     
	[bookmark: Text113]     

	[bookmark: Text114]     
	[bookmark: Text115]     
	[bookmark: Text116]     
	[bookmark: Text117]     

	[bookmark: Text118]     
	[bookmark: Text119]     
	[bookmark: Text120]     
	[bookmark: Text121]     


Notes on course history above? (Use this space to note any courses or terms not listed):







List any Advanced Placement credits:






List transfer credits from other institutions (attach an extra page or transcript if necessary): 






Explanations that you think may be necessary or helpful concerning the grades above:





Provide the names of two University of Chicago faculty members who may be consulted about your work:

1. 


2. 

Name at least three Fundamentals faculty members with whom would like to work as your program faculty advisor. This individual need not be your Junior Paper/project advisor but should be someone with whom you have intellectual affinities. Please take the time to read our faculty biographies on the website.

1. 


2. 


3. 


	etc.:




III. Application Statements
Please write two separate statements, oone single-spaced page each, attached separately. These should be thoughtful expressions of your own interests and concerns. In both statements, please pay attention to clarity and cogency. The program is invested in your ability to write in a compelling way and clearly convey your ideas and arguments. 


· Statement #1
Articulate a question that you would like to investigate thoroughly in the Fundamentals program. Not all questions are suitable. Bear in mind that your means of investigation will be the close, careful reading of texts important to your research from diverse time periods —including at least one pre-modern text—and diverse cultures. We recognize your question will evolve (sometimes dramatically) over the course of your studies, but do your best to articulate it robustly and specifically here. Be sure to discuss why Fundamentals is the best program in which to ask your question. 

The title of your statement should be the one-sentence version of your question.

Things to consider when preparing this statement might include:
1. What driving interest will animate your reading of texts?
2. How does this differ from related concerns? What are the limits to your question? 
3. What makes your topic an interesting one to explore—both for you and in general? 
4. What are your current views on the topic? What remains unclear to you about? 
5. Where would you like to turn to deepen your understanding of your topic? Please be specific in terms of authors and texts you would like to consider in your investigation.


· Statement #2
Choose a text that has influenced you and explain its potential connections to the question you have proposed in your previous statement. The text can—but does not have to be—one read at the University of Chicago. With attention to textual detail, explain an idea or feature of the text that you find significant and meaningful to your application to the program. We want to see the passion and precision with which you analyze the text, so please ensure your writing is strong and cogent.
