McKeon Center Faculty Grant Application
New Pathways in the History of Ideas Initiative
Inspired by Richard McKeon’s conviction that the study of the history of ideas not only illuminates the past but also enhances our understanding of the very formation of knowledge and the dynamics of intellectual inquiry, the McKeon Center invites applications for research grants under the New Pathways in the History of Ideas initiative.
These grants support original, ambitious, and interdisciplinary scholarship that blends historical depth with methodological innovation. We welcome proposals from faculty in the Social Sciences, Humanities, and Natural Sciences whose work investigates historical-philosophical concepts and traditions with systematic and analytical approaches.
The Center will award up to $10K in grants. This application is open to all UChicago faculty and other academic appointees from all schools, divisions, and disciplines.The application will close on January 16, 2026. 

Application Form
I. Applicant Information
· Name:
· Title/Position:
· Department/Division:
· Institutional Affiliation:
· Email:
· Phone:

II. Project Information
1. Project Title:
2. Abstract (250 words max):
Provide a concise summary of your project, its central question, and significance.
3. Project Description (1,500 words max):
Please address the following:
· Research question(s) and objectives
· Relevance to the history of ideas 
· Methodological approach and innovative elements
· Potential contribution to your field and to interdisciplinary scholarship
4. Significance & Broader Impact (500 words max):
Explain how your project reinterprets or revitalizes the study of intellectual history and how it may foster new pathways of inquiry across disciplines.

III. Research Plan
Research funds issued for the selected projects may be utilized over the course of 12 months (e.g., July 2025 to July 2026). The research fellows will have another year to complete and submit their project to the McKeon Center. 
· Timeline (up to 2 years): 
· Deliverables: (e.g., article, book chapter, workshop, or conference presentation)

V. Budget & Justification
· Total Amount Requested:
· Budget Breakdown: (e.g., research assistance, travel, archival access, workshops, materials, publication support)
· Justification (500 words max): Explain how requested funds will directly support the research goals.

VI. Supporting Materials
· CV 
· Bibliography/Key References (optional)


Signature: ________________________
Date: ________________________

